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THE OTTOMAN PARLIAMENT.

19th Session (Nov. 22). The response of the Chamber
to the Speech from the Throne, delivered nearly six weeks
ago, was read by Mr. Nallis, the secretary of the special com-
mittee thal prepared this response. It was modified in a few
minor details and adopted by the Chamber, and will be trans-
mitted o the Sultan by the president of the Chamber, Some
transfers of moneys from one part of the war budget to an-
other during the summer by the Minister of War, for use in
the Albanian and Arabian campaigns, were reported by Djavid
Bey, chairman of the budget committee. He explained that
while the form of this procedure was striclly speaking illegal,
such irregularities had heretofore been allowed, and moreover
that the result was a real economy. Several deputies criti-
cised the Minister of War for his arbitrary handling of the
budget, but the transfers were finally agreed to, on condition
that no further supplementary credit be given the War De-
partment this year. Evidently Mahmoud Shevket Pasha is
no longer the idol of Parliament. The Chester project was
taken up, and Houlousi Bey, Minister of Public Works, ex-
plained his own preference for the standard gauge instead of
the proposed narrow gauge. He also criticised the proposal
to.allow the Chester Company the option of giving up the
project if not satisfied after two years' study, while the Goy-
ernment was given no such option, even if dissatisfied after
the two years. He recommended that a clause be inserted
allowing the Government such an option. Some other erit-
icisms were made, and further discussion was tabled.

20th Session (Nov. 25). The Chester project was the
football of today's game, and was vigorously kicked or hugged
in turn, while the referee had his hands full to prevent slug-
ging between the two sides. The ex-Minister of Public Works,
Haladjian Effendi, held that the modifications proposed by
Houlousi Bey were so radical that if accepted by the Cabinet,
a new project ought to be submitted to Parliament, embody-
ing these, He proposed the return of the project to the Cab-
inet. The Minister, Houlousi Bey, insisted on free discus-
sion by the Chamber of his proposals, and said that it was
not probable that the amendment of the project would cause
a bad impression in America; for the Americans were just
and practical men, who would certainly welcome any modifi-
cation or serious proposition that would make the concession
more secure. Qo the contrary, a bad impression would cer-
tainly be produced if the affair dragged on any longer, as it
had done for two years. Loud and bitter words passed be-
tween Zohrab Effendi (Constantinople) and Assim Bey (Ma-

amouret-il-Aziz) on the question of personal interests in the
concession, but the Speaker finally restored order. Nedjib
Draga Bey warned the Chamber of the danger that if the con-
cession were not granted to the American company, all Asia
Minor would fall, in accord with a Russo-German agreement,
under German economic influence.  Finally Pasturmadjian
(Erzroum) in a long speech exposed his view that the posi-
tion of the Minister of Public Works was illogical, illegal, and
unattainable, and urged the passing of the project as propos-
ed.  The noon recess, however, ended the discussion, for in
the afternoon the Minister was busy at the Senate.  Several
articles of the enlistment bill were passed, including the one
making the exemption tax of Lt. 50 applicable to-all classes,

21st Session (Nov. 27). The feature of the day was
the presentation of the Budget for the ensuing year by the
Minister of Finance. Last year the Budget was not presented
till Feb. 22nd.  The speech of Nail Bey in support of his
budget produced an excellent impression. After setting forth
the gratifying increase in receipts from all sources during the
past six years, and especially the growing receipts of railroads
which has relieved the government of most of its burden of
kilometric guarantees, he spoke of the strict economy which
he had@n view in estimating the expenses for the year, and
by which he reduced his prospective deficit to Lt 5,570,000,
as compared with Lt. 8,500,000 Jast year. This reduction of
expenses he accomplishes by eliminating every credit which
cannot be expected to be actually used, or which might be
considered as a prodigality. Nail Bey then pul himself on
record as opposed to every proposed increase of this Budget,
and especially warned the Chamber not to grant an increase
to his colleague the Minister of War. He complained that he
had been unable, even through the mediation of the Grand
Vizier, to get at the accounts of the War Department, whose
detailed expenditures on its budget could not be audited, as
they were kept secret by Mahmoud Shevket Pasha. This state
of things, he said, destroyed the credit of the Slate abroad,
as the Ottoman Government was accused of not knowing
how half of ils entire budget was expended. The Minister
of Finance was warmly applauded as he left the platform. In
the afternoon some further progress was made on the enlist-
ment bill, before adjourning {ill Thursday of nex{ week, for
the Bairam recess. .

About seventy deputies have thus far signified their ad-
hesion to the new coalition parly known as “Etnente Libé-
rale," or "Etnente ¢f Liberté,”
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, @ AHE WAR WITH ITALY.

.,,H.'-ZFhEFr';peated rumors that Italy would blockade the Dar-
danelles have led the Ministers of War and Marine o go to the
Pardanelles; to see-that all was in readiness to give the ltalian
fleet a warmy reception. But apparently: either second: thought
or the representations of other powers have induced the Ilali-
ans to give up this decision, — if they ever made it. Our
Beiriit correspondent writes: “The Moslenis of the city had
a-great scare on Sunday the 5th, thinking the Italians were to
attack the city.  They fled in great numbers to the Lebanon,
paying’ from Lt 2 lo Lt. 5 for carriages. Even the next day
the exodus continued, but in a few days they came back rather
shamefaced, though the apprehension is not yet over.” No
decree of expulsion has yet been issued against the [talians
resident in' Turkey, and such a measure is looked on with less
and less favor.  In Tripoli, only ‘minor skirmishes have faken
place this past week. Gen.Caneva has announced that the army
will not be ‘ready to ‘advance into the interior till the latter
part of January, when 9,000 men will be sent, with 6,000
camels and 4,000 African horses. By the end of January the
commander expecis to have 'a force of 130,000 Italian soldiers
in Morth Africa. = Already the ltalian papers are beginning to
groan at the enormous burden of the expense thus involved.
The' European and American press is taking on a more pes-
simistic tone as to [taly's ultimate success in Tripoli. Mean-
while the Turkish garrisons of the coast towns all along the
Adriatic and Aegean are being sitrengthened, in view of a
possible coup on the part of [taly.

.+ ALL TURKEY CONFERENCE PGSTPGN’ED.

Readers of The Orient will be sorry o learn that {he
proposed All-Turkey Missionary Conference inaugurated by
the American Board, which was expected to take place in
Constantinople about the middle of July, 1912, has been in-
definitely postponed. Much preliminary work had been done,
and there seemed to be general satisfaction that such a gath-
ering was to be held, as well as a hopeful anticipation of
fruitful results,  If the plans initiated had been carried out,
some eighty to a hundred delegates would have been gather-
ing here next summer, including probably five gentlemen and
four ladies representing the American Board and theWoman's
Boards, as well as others from America. *The intention, as al-
ready announced, was that the American Board delegation
should take a preliminary tour through this Empire, in order
to come up to the Conference with at least a cursory know-
ledge of the "lay of the land.”  They proposed to leave A-
merica Dec. 20th, land at Durazzo, visit Elbasan and Kortcha,
our new stations in Albania, and then Monastir, Salonica, and
the stations in Bulgaria, the vicinity of Constantinople, then
go via Smiyrna to Mersin, and wvisit the stations of the Central
Mission and Beiriit, and later those of the Eastern and West-
ern Missions, returning to the capital early in July. All along
the route the announcement of this itinerary was beginning

to stir hearts in eager expectation of so unusual a visit. Some
six weeks ago, however, the political as well as the sanitary
conditions in the -Empire forced themselves on-our attention ;
and the suggestion was almost simultaneously made locally
and by Secretary Barton that a lest vote of all the stations of
the Board in these countries be taken as to the wisdom of
keeping right on wilh our arrangements, = Twenty-two  re-
sponses to the circular letters were received, of which eighteen
urged going ahead, though with varying insistency, while
four expressed grave doubts of the advisability or of the time-
liness or of the possibility of carrying out the program as
proposed. The Board had requested the Committes ad In-
feriin of the Western Turkey Mission to keep its hard ‘on the
pulse of the situation and inform the Secrefaries 'at Boston
by cable as to the result.  In addition to the stations, quite
a number of physicians in various places were consulted ;
also several natives and foreigners at the Capital who are in
closé: louch with the political situation, Finally the Commitiee
held a three-hour session on Friday, Nov. 24th, “when 'the re-
sults of all this investigation were most carefully considered,
with' the above result, a cable being sent to Boston ”Fastpune-
ment advised.”  The two determining factors were the prob-
able return of cholera with its attendant quarantine hindrances
and the extremely uncerfain political situation due to the war
with Italy. The proposed Deputation had indicated its judg-
ment adverse to undertaking so great an outlay of fime and
maney if the probabilities were that they would be unable 'to
visit practically all the stalions and then to have a fully atten-
ded conference. The physicians were almost unanimous in
predicting a worse epidemic of cholera throughout the count-
ry in 1912 than in 1911, Those best acquainted with 'politi-
cal conditions expressed themselves in the main, and some of
them very strongly, as adverse to trying to hn::—ld such'a con-
ferece at so unsettled a time. The false reports of a great
Ottoman victory at Tripoli had unforfunately a regrettable se-
quel in a fatal affray at Alexandria, which was almost dupli-
cated in both Mardin and Diarbekir, where an awful fracas
was providentially averted.  The strife of parties in Parlia-
ment, the frequent changes of governors in the provinces, the
unsettled state of Albania and Macedoniay and the anti-for-
eign feeling among theuneducated which has resulted fromthe
unwarranted ageression of Italy on Ottoman territory, com-
bine to make the impression that the present is not a favor-
able time for such a tour of inspection or for such a Corife-
rence. In advising the postponement of this gathering, the
Committee realizes that it can give no assurance that condi-
tions will have materially changed for the better by a year
later, yet it cherishes the hope that they will; and that thisin=
definite postponement may not be a long one. . The Commit=
tee wishes to take the opportunity of conveying in this way
its thanks to one and all of those whe had undertaken fo aid
in preparations for the Conference, and of expressing its hope
that these preparations may be resumed at no: distant date,

On behall of the Committee ad Interim of the
Western Turkey Mission,
CHARIEs T. Emns

Secretary,
Bible House, Nov, 25, 1911, i
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MARASH ITEMS.

Miss C. M. Welpton arrived in Marash October 28th, al-
ter an absence of nearly two years and a half.  She resumes
her work as head of the Music Department in Central Turkey
Girls' College.  On every hand she has received a most cor-
dial welcome,

= Herr Schuchardt and party liave ‘been spending a few
weeks in Marash inspecting the German Mission here,  Last
week. they visited Kharne where recently an orphanage work
has been started involving several thousand liras expense.
Their visit in Marash has been the source of joy and inspira-
tion to the German and American circles alike,

—The war has been the nominal cause of a marked
“shortness” in the commerce of Marash and vicinity. Ru-
ﬂqrs,_ wild and thick, fill the atmosphere. Reliable news
reaches us two weeks late, There has been a heavy sale of
arms and ammunition to both Armenian and Moslem vil-
lagers. Social and commercial unrest are painfully evident.

" —The rice crop of Marash has proved this year to be the
bést for many years. " The same cannot be said of any other
of the usual produce, As a result of light crops and mental
fear, which hinders the villagers from going away from home
for wark, great suffering is to be expected this winter for the
scores of Armenian villages to the west and northwest of Ma-
rash.  Already appeals for help are of daily occurrence.

F. .G

CHURCH BUILDINGS NEEDED IN CENTRAL TURKEY.,

It/is seventy years since evangelical work was begun in
Central Turkey. Today in about seventy different places
there are congregations .and regular preaching. There are
thirty-three regularly organized churches; twelve of which are
self supporting. Great'effort is being made by the churches of
Central Turkey that they as a body, the strong helpingthe weak,
should become sel-supporting in the near future, Although
the evangelical work has been thrown back twenty-five years
by the Adana massacre, through the destruction of buildings
but more especially through the loss of leaders and of mem-
bers, there is nevertheless the greatest desire and endeavor to
accomplish this objective.  For the securing of this resulf,
however, there is urgent need that these churches should be
provided at once with suitable buildings. Weseem o be face
to face with a church-building period in Central Turkey. The
buildings of the previous era have been destroyed, or have
fallen into decay, or have been outgrown. Re-building or
repair is now imperative in many places at once.  The list of
these churches and their estimated needs, as prepared by a
committee appointed by the Cilicia Union at its meeting in
Marash last June, is given below. The 40,000 that n Amer-
ica might erect a single church building will secure now the
erection or repairin Central Turkey of church buildings for
twenty-six congregations, and in each case will strengthen

materially the position of the congregation in-its community.
The church in Aleppo is ina strategic center having 250,000
popitlation.

Connected with Aintab Station,

Aleppo church building Lt. 1000.00
Kessab church building 2000.00
Ekizolouk church building 400.00
Birejik church building 350.00
Eybez church building 100.00
Yoghounolouk church building 300.00
Behesne church building 50.00
Garmouch church building 400.00
Jibin church building 30.00
Fartuslu church building 30.00 :
Kaladouran church building 80,00 Lt 4740.00
Connected with Marash Station.
Zeiloun church building Lt 1200.00
Alboustan church building ; 300.00
Harouniyeh (Kharne) church building  500.00
Gaban church building 250,00
Geuksiin church building 80.00
Baghche church building 50.00 Lt 2380.00
Connected with Adana Station. ‘
Tarsus church building Lt 1000.00
Sis church building 100.00
Cheukmerzimen church building 200.00
(Deurt Yol)
Euzerli church building 350,00
Mersin church building 150.00
Hamidiyeh church building 150.00 _
Karspazar church building 50.00 Lt. 2000.00
Connected with Hadjin Station,
Shar church building Lt 150,00 ;
Giiriimze church building 50.00 Lt 200.00
Lt. 9320.00
(Approximately 8475 pounds sterling, or $41,000.00.)
J. E. MERRILL.
VAN HAPPENINGS.

Van, Nov. 4th, 1911,
Dear Friends,

I think my last circular was dated Sep. 27th and must
have announced the arrival of Dr. Packard, from Urumia, com-
ing at Dr. Ussher's invitation, to share with him the responsi-
bility of the expected operation on Miss McLaren.  The fol-
lowing day Sep. 25th, the operation was skilfully and success-
fully performed, removing the appendix, and attending to
other difficulties, so that it might be considered three or four
operafions in one, of course a very serious affair. [am hap-
py to report that the patient is making a good recovery, hav-
ing removed from the hospital te her own apartments last
Monday, Oct. 30th, after afive and a half weeks' sojourn
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there.
day even went lo the Yarrows' house for our weekly station
dinner, You can imagine how very thankful we are to the
Father above and to the Doctors and nurses who have shared
in bringing about the successful result, and we now expect
that our sister will fully regain her health and sirength,

Mr. Maynard also, whose appendicitis operation came off
a fortnight earlier, has now so fully regained his strength as
to be able to return to his home and work at Bitlis, They
came over inthe Government molor boat, but unfortunately that
was seriously injured by fire a few weeks since, and is nol yet
in commission again. Mr. Maynard has not felt it would be
quite safe to venture on a horseback journey, but as the wea-
ther is. not now propitious for going in the sailing boats, he
plans to venture the land journey ina few days. Miss Uline,
who came over with them, left for Bitlis Oetl. 18th, with
Messrs. McDowell and Allen, who are making a tour through
their mountain field, via Van, Bitlis, Sert, Mosoul, etc., and we
learn that they had a safe and enjoyable journey.

Dir. Packard remained a week after the operation, and we
all greatly enjoyed the visit, as he also seemed to do. Heand
his wife (a daughier of Dr. Bailey of Denver,) are of good
Congregational extraction, and we feel that the A, B. C.F. M.
lost most valuable® workers in not finding a place for them,
when' they were anxious {o go out under jis auspices, but ifs
loss is the great gain of the Presbyterian Board. We felt
some anxiely concerning his return journey, as the Salmas

region particularly was in a disturbed condition, but he took
the Gawar route, and got through safely.

Before he left, I slarted for a week's absence among the
villages, the greater part of the time being spent at Shadak,
where for a good many years we have been carrying on school
work, the boys' school being a cooperative institution, while
the girls" has always been under our exclusive care. Two
years ago the Akhtamar, which practically means Tashnagist,
Committee had worked ilself into the place, and consequent-
ly the religious influence we wish to exert was largely neut-
ralized. The better part of the population has become very
much’ disgusted with the infidel influences thus brought to
bear on the children, and have earnestly urged usto help
them set up a separate school; and we found this desire so
strong; and so well backed up financially, that we thought it
best to accede fo their request, and thus we have officially
broken any quasi connection we may have had with the
Tashnagists. It is evident that the Tashnagists are making a
desperate effort to prevent our succeeding in this separale
venture, and it is not yet clear what will be the final resuli,

At this November commurion three first cluss men have
united with our church, making 22 addilions by profession

and one by letter since January, a showing which gives us
much encouragement.

We are glad to hear of the coming of reinforcements at
Harpout, and my wife and [ wish to tender them a most hear-
ty welcome, on our part, to the mission work and to the E. T,

M., and we ask the good Father to grani them all kealth and
sttccess in the work now opening before them,

It is pleasant to see that plans and preparation for next

She now goes about her rooms, and on last Wednes-:

summer's conference are going forward, and so far as local
conditions are concerned Van seen no reason for proposing a
postponement of the gathering.

With best wishes for all friends to whom this may come,
and the wish that other stations reciprocate this effort to give

news, Yours sincerely :
G. C. RAYNOLDS.

HARPOUT HAPPENINGS.

DR. ATKINSON writes: —

The “Old Barnum House," a familiar landmark, has been
demolished, the material from il being used for the new dor-
mitory, ete. The woodwork in the old College dormitory
has been repainted, thanks to a gift from Mr. Kiirkjian of
Princeton, W. |., who has been visiting his brather-in-law, ,
Prof. Vorperian.  All the outside and nearly all of the in-
side woodwork of the hospital has been painted, and the
windmill erected.  An imperial firman has been granted to
the hospital, giving it permission to acquire some much-need-
ed adjoining land. The hospital opened Sept. 11th and had
63 hospital patients and 44 operations -before the end of the
month, 4

The senior member of our circle, Rev. J. K, Browne, has.
done a stiff lot of solid reading this summer and prepared
himself for the coming winter's campaign, He sels an exgel-.
lent example to the rest of us by his faithful village visiting,
going each Sabbath to some village from one to five hours'
distant. He plans to go soon on a tour to the northwest por-
tion of our field, Though nearly seventy years old, he hopes to
visit most of the outstations in our field before next summer,

MI5S JACOBSEN adds: —

In the winter one of the Vali's servants was sent to the
hospital by Dr- Tasho. She was a black woman, the Vali had
brought. her from Arabia when she was a little girl, and she
had since then been a slave in his house.  She had very bad
eyes when she came, but she got quite well before she left.
In the beginning she was very unhappy; and when the pa-
tients were laughing, she thought it was at her, but she very
soon changed her mind.  She was very happy when [ would
come and sit down beside her bed and talk with her. She
told us she was-all alone in the world, and she would tell us
about her father and mother; how she was stolen from her
home and seld. We would tell her about God, who wants to
be a father to her, and about heaven and Jesus, and she would
sit and listen and listen, and she said: "That is wonderful!*
At the same time we had'a girl from the College in Harpout,
she would every day read stories to her and read the Bible
and sing hymns for her; and she got to like the hospital so
much, that when the Doctor told her that she could go home;
she begged to beallowed to stay a litile longer. = She said she
had for the first time found real friends, she called the nurses
her sisters.  We told her that Jesus, who is the best friend,
could go with her always. Since then she has gone to Con-
stantinople with the Vali's wife; but we hope and pray that she
may not forget what she heard in the hospital.
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ADANA NEEDS A Y. M. C. A. BUILDING.

A ringing appeal has been sent out by the Adana Y, M.
C. A., signed by its secrefary Mr. Sisag'S. Manougian, and
heartily endorsed by Dr. W. Nesbitt Chambers and Dr. Cyril
H. Haas, for funds for the purchase of ground and the erec-
tion of a Y, M. C. A. building in that city. Since the events
of April 1909, the population of Adana has greatly increased,
owing to the newly opening work to be found there. But
with the increase in numbers has come also an increase in
vice and consequent misery, and an organized campaign is
needed to'save the young men of the cily from moral des-
truetion far more terrible than the slaughter of two and half
years ago. :

“To add to the harm already imparted, many foreigners
came to Adana for the new Baghdad railway. This railroad
enterprise distributed a great deal of money and added im-
pulse to trade. These brought drinking and all kinds of im-
morality. Think of a people among whom the faith of many
has been shattered by the awful past and the present delay of
justice. They see a new way to indulge their passions and to
gain enough money to spend in these ways which attract and
tempt them; though it be to their destruction.  You will un-
derstand the dreadful condition by the following facls. When
Bahri Pasha, the last governor of the old régime, came to
Adana there were only 14 drinking-places in the city. During
the ten years of his stay, by the advice of some of his friends
the number increased to 40. Afier the declaration of the new
Constitution, in order ‘to be close followers of civilized peo-
ple,' leave was given for more saloons, so that just before the
massacre they numbered about 70. Now, two and a half
years after, there are more than 220"

As a counter-attraction fo these and other traps of the
evil one, an Association building is desperately needed and
earnestly desired. Such a building, under proper manage-
menl, may prove the means for rescuing thousands of young
men, of all nationalities. The local Association is doing what
it can, bul three thousand pounds are needed to build and
equip this bnilding, and therefore a wider appeal is made.
The circular goes on to say: — “Do not forget that many
of these young men who are gambling with their character
and bartering their souls are the only helpers of the widows and

orphans and are the last hopes of the families, They are the
candidales to fill the emply iplaces of the déad in the churches,
the ones left as witnesses to Christianity in this country. In
short, they are Young Me, th:’hdﬁé{nd foundation of fu-
ture families, the church, nation or country to, which they =
belong.” - |

BITS FROM BITLIS.

Mr. and Mrs. Maynard and their little' boy expect to leave
Van for Bitlis on the 13th of Nov. , going argind by land,'’
since the government motor launch has long since beeén dis-
abled by an explosion of gasolerie.  Miss McDowell, the A-
merican nurse, will accompany them and may possibly spend
the winter in this city. ' Miss Uline arrived here from Van of'
Oct. 21st in company with Messrs. McDowell'and Allen, wha
were on their way to Mosoul, EL) - }anyngiep

The German Consul at Mosoul, after spending some
weeks at Van, went to Moush in the hope-of adjusting the
grievances of the German Mission ; but though he had inter=
views with the Mutesarif amounting to twenty-four: hours, and
came here on purpose to have a long interview with the act-
ing Vali; nothing tangible was accomplished. = The meilis
here endorsed the decision of that at Moush saying that land.
should not be given to foreigners. The Turk against whom
judgment was given in the court of first instance at Moush
for taking alfalfa from the'land for which the Germans haye
paid is asking for a revision on the ground that he was not
present at the trial. ' :

The war is' having a different effect on Kourds in various
parts of the province. In one part they are holding back'
from contemplated marauding, and the Armenian villagers
enjoy unusual peace. In the Modgan region they are de-
manding of the Armenian villagers the levy which they have
not dared to collect since the Constitution was promulgated.
Two or three villages have been attacked and robbed of the
equivalent of the accumulated levy, and two Armenians were
killed. In the Moush region one hundred sheep were driven
off from one village. Cattle taken from another Armenian
village were rescued by some zaptiehs, ' :

The acting Vali is visiting Malasgerd, in the northern
part of the province, ostensibly to investigate charges against
the Kaimakam there. There are those who mistrust that the
chief object is to see in what state of readiness the Kourdish
Hamidieh (now called the Light Cavalry) regiments are:

The Moslems in this province have subscribed some three
thousand liras towards the war fund.

[l

G. P, K.

Four thousand Russian troops are on their way to Kaz-
vin, Persia, in consequence of the conflict between Russian
interests and the treasury gendarmerie. The Brilish press in-
dicates some irritation in England over the alliance with Rus-
sia in Persian affairs. :












