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REPORT FROM THE NEAR EAST

Egypt's military coup, led by General Mohammed
Naguib, commander-in-chief of the armed forces. late
in July led to the abdication of King Farouk and the
exile of him and his Queen, Narriman. Farouk abdicated
in favor of his baby son, King Fuad II.

Many repores have indicated that Farouk is a voung
man with a good brain, if he wants to use it, but ap-
parently, according to reliable reports, his dissolure
habits and his inability or indifference abour quelling
corruption in his county, took precedence over any ten-
dencies woward buckling down to the serious business
of being a ruler.

Premier Aly Maher took office after the coup. He
served a brief time as prime minister last winter afrer
the January riots in Cairo when Farouk ousted Premier
Mahas Pasha. Maher Pasha was succeeded by Ahmed
Naguib al Hilaili Pasha, who resigned early in the sum-
mer, and now he, Maher, is back in power.

Former King Farouk's property has been placed in
state custody, with Ahmed Khashaba, former Foreign
Minister, and Hussein Fahmy, former Finance Minister,
as custodians, A temporary Regency Council has been
formed to act for the infant king, It is headed by Prince
Mohammed Abdel Moniem, a second cousin of Farouk's.
The other temporary regents are Colonel Mohammed
Rashed Mehanna, representing the army, and Dr. Ba-
hieddin Barakat, a jurist.

The establishment of the temporary Regency Coun-
cil puts an end ro the period of uncertainty as w how
to solve constitutional problems arising from the King's
abdication. The temporary regency can now function
until such time as new elections are held and a more
permanent regency i1s invested by Parliament.

As to the decree placing Farouk's property in state
custody, only time will reveal the full importance. The
extent of his wealth in Egypt and abroad is not known
with any accuracy. The Abdin and Kubbeh royal palaces
in Cairo and the Ras el-Tin and Montazah palaces in
Alexandria are properties of the crown, but the deposed
king possesses vast domains in his own right.
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Mohammed Mossadegh was out briefly as Iranian
premier, when the Shah named Ahmad Ghavam es
Sultaneh, prime minister during the famous Azerbaijan-
Russian crisis in 1946, o succeed the weeping, fainting,
ardent nationalist leader who resigned in July. Four
days of Premier Ghavam's regime resulted in riors and
death, and Dr. Mossadegh got his old job back again.
Mr. Ghavam had seemed willing o effect a compromise
settlement with the Britsh about the dormant, now
nationalized Iranian oil industry. He is considered a
shrewd, capable statesman, and is a man of great wealth.

Mossadegh was returned o power and given dicta-
torial powers for a period of six months by the Chamber
of Deputies. The famous Islamic political mullah, Aya-
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wllah Kashani, has been named President of the Cham-
ber of Deputies, and as such is the second mose power-
ful man in Iran, next to the Premier,

The Iranian Senate balked againse a bill auchoriz-
ing seizure of the $8,000,000 w $9,000,000 fortune of
Ahmad Ghavam shortly after his tumultous four days
in power. The measure was offered as punishment for
Mr. Ghavam's alleged orders to troops and police w
tire on rioters in Iranian cities who demonstrated againse
him. However, the legality of such a drastic move was
seriously questioned by Senate members, and it was sent
to a committee for further study.

Mr. Ghavam protested the proposed seizure of his
propertics in a leceer saying "l find such a measure most
surprising. There is no parallel for this even during
autocratic regimes”. He further stated in his leteer thar
he submitted his resignation as Premier to the Shah two
days before the riots of July 21, and that he was not in
power after July 20, He added thar the deaths and in-
juries during the riots were the resule of enforcement of
martial law and nor the result of any orders he had
given.

A proposal for a 2 per cent tax on all land and
real estate in Iran expected o yield 10,000,000,000 rials
($330,000,00 ar the official rate of exchange) has been
presented to the cabiner by Dr. Mossadegh. The expect-
ed return would cover almost three tmes the present
[ranian deficit. Although the yield would be $330,000,-
000 by the official exchange rate, the rate most used
would indicate a possible return of $140,000,000.

Under this proposed tix it is understood property
owners would be expected to pay one-third of the levy
at once and the remainder after six months. This would
create a heavy demand for money, which, it is thoughe,
would be met by expanding the amount of currency in
circulation; the tax checking inflationary effect.
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SETTLEMENT OF BLOOD FEUDS IN ARAB VILLAGES

BY AREF EL-AREF

The author bas beew called "one of the
modd romantic wmen v Palestine”. An Avab
born i Jernialem, be bai been a4 political
epomomiit, soldier, prisoner of war, wreiter and
pablisker, editor, diireict offtcer iy variom
wectiond of Paleitine, Chief Seceptary to fhe
povernment of Trawi-Jordan, and mayor of
Tevaialems. He boldi the Order of the Britich
Empire

Arel Parkha ctudicd political economict af the
University of Conmtamtivople (wow Intanbal),
B :.-.r.e‘.'.l.u: ruxﬁh"1 m a newipaper offrce Alrer
receiring bl deprec be went fo the Turkish
Ministry of Foreign Affairi as & tranilator
Hii langiages then were Arabic, Tarkich, and
Fremch., He later learved English and German
and some Ruzvan. Whon World War I iroke
oit, Aref Paiba was consoripred a5 an officer
in the Turkich Armvy, He war caprared by the
Rusriomnl awd ipewt three yoears in Siberia,
Dauring ks impriionment be prodeced an
Arabic wewspaper for bis fellow prisoners, 1t
war then that be learued German and frani
lated  from Cerman o Teedish "Day Weli
Rugtsel” by Evnst Haecked,

He escaped from Siberia twith twenty-one
Aval officers awd men, and made by way fo
Visdirostock where be and bis lellow escapeds
made a long voyape across the Iedian Ocean
amid pyentmally to Paleitine

Arvel Patha har long beew a champron of
Aralr wational mdependonce. This caure, and
bii weiting, are Bis preatest iwtererts, He f
the awthor of + "Bedowin  Low
Lepend”, “Hittory of Beerid
“The History of Gasa, 4
Askelon”

. Law and
i and dir Tribgi'”,
“T'he MHittary of
EDITOR

I have been asked by my friend, Mr
A, L Miller of the Near East Society, w
write an article on sectling blood feuds
in Arab villages and among the Bedouin
tribes. This 15 a sk which falls to the
lot of the districr officer and there are no
ser rules available, because each case must
be smudied and sertded on irs own merits.
Yer this sk 1= one of the most time-
ﬁ.“"—“'"“"g ”{ dunes. It must nor bl.'
hlll.r“.’d .tnlj ecach situanon must be treared
maost tactfully, as one 15 dealing with a
proud, independent people and customs as
as old as the land in which they live.

When the wime has come o make
peace, the intermediary or arbiter must
make a careful study of the case, the
facrars which led 1o the dispute, the con-
ditions which followed it, and the terms
necessary o end the feud, He must first
ascerciin if it 18 4 murdér case or a case
involving insule or dishonor to & woman.,
If ir is a murder case, he must find oue
firse of all if it was premeditared murder,
or done in the heat of a quarrel, or an
accidenr. Then the arbiter muost know
if a rruce followed berween the murder-
er'’s family and the vicrim's. Next, where

was the murder commirted? Was the

BAref El-Aref

victim in the murderer’s enc o village
under the protection of the murderer, or
wus he killed in a general affray? All
these points are tremendously important
and must be taken into consideration
before any amempt ar peace-making. You
ask why this s so, and thar brings us o
one of the most interesting of custams,
Blood money is paid in the sertlement of
feuds and rthe amount is determined by
the ability of the murderer’s family o
pay and on the conditions under which
murder was committed. For example,
money o be paid for a premeditated
murder is double that for an accidenal
for a

one.  Agan, the blood money

woman murdered by a man withoue suf
ficient provocation is four-fold! Briefly
speaking, each case has its strong and
weak poines which must be weighed be-
fore the peace conditions are finally laid

down.

TRUCE IS5 FIRST STEP

When a blood feud arises, régardiess of
the reasons for ir, the First ‘step 15 the
so-called aveea or truce, When o truce
is in force, the victim’s supporters cannot
avenge themselves on the murderér or any

of his tribe. The armistice s usually ar

ranged orally, nothing is written, bur it
is strictly observed by the victim's parey
and by a guarantor. Ir is the mose sacred
of pacts, honored and respecred more
than a writtéen one would be, [ have
never known of the breaking of this
truce. However, if such a pact were
broken and one of the victim's tribe ook
revenge, he would be repudiated by his
own people, as well as the opposing fac-
tion, He forfeirs all claim w blood-
money for the original cnime and he
would have tw pay a large blood money
sum g the truce's guaranior,

During the rruce the murderer and his
relatives must make arcangements for the
peace. This involves many formalities
which I do nor have time to present here,
bur which are fully described in my book,
"Hedoun Legend”, 1
will, however, tell yvou of one or two
cases and all thar

peiace

Love, Law, and

was invalved in the

these
stories, you will realize that whar 1 said

settlement. As you read

in the beginning abour there being no
definite rules povernoring peace-making
15 all oo rrue, and that each case 15 an
individual one. | will pot go back into
history for these records bur give them w
vou from my own experience within the
past few years. | will begin with one
story from an Arab village in the sub-
diserice of Ramallab, near Jerusalem
DISPUTE AT KHIRBIT ABU FALAH
Khirbir Abu Falah is situated ac the
northeastern corner of the Ramallah dis-
trict, The two clans or tribes of this
village had carried on a dispute since the
early days of the Brirish occupation thar
had resulted in eighteen murders and
more than thirty serious injurics, This
feud even had repercussions in Chicago!
The murder wil in the village stood ar
tourteen when the news reached rribe
members in the United States, and rwo
members of each clan fought it our in a
Chicago bar w the death bringing the
score o eighreen! Such was the situaton
which confronted me as the districe of-
ficer in 1943, when [ ook over my duries
there. 1 wisited the village several times
but consistently refused o ear or even
drink coffee with the villagers or 1o enger
their homes. To one who knows some-
thing of Arab hospiality my conduct may

seem rude, bur [ had o make it plain



to the villagers that unless they made
peace, | could nor ger governmental as-
sistance, help them in any way, or accepe
their hospitalicy.

In the meancime, | studied the history
af the quarrel very thoroughly in order
to get ar the roor of the rrouble, so that
1 might find the best approach for a so-
lution. | spent long hours studying the
files on rhe case and listening w endless
claims and accusations before 1 could de-
cide where the trouble was and the per-
sons responsible. | understood thar sev-
eral acemprs had been made in the past
to end the feud buc they had all been
in vain, One of these awemprs had ar
firse seemed successful but soon afer the
peace-making, the quarrel flared anew.
The village of Khirbit Abu Falah has
such a rocky rerrain thar murder was
easy, because it was difficult o observe
or detece killings or killers.

HAFAR WA DAFAN SYSTEM

Afrer my careful study, | made up my
mind to conclude a peace secclement from
an encirely new angle. Former artempes
had been based on bafar wa dafan — dig
and bury — that is to say, thae if chere
were nine victims from each party rhere
would be no necessity for blood money
payment. If there were ten victums from
one clan and eight from the other, blood
money for only two would be necessary.

Experience had raught me that this
system would not work, During the ten
years | spent in Beersheba, 1 had sertled
many outstanding feuds bur | used rhar
system in only two cases. [ will explain:
We will suppose that A, and B. belong
to the same clan. One day A kills some-
one of another tribe, bur the victim's
heirs retaliste by killing not the son of
A, bur of B. If peace is made on the
basis of bafar wa dafan, that is, one for
ang, what does B. have o say? He not
only loses his son but the blood money o
compensate for his loss, and he had
nothing to do with the crime in the first
place! Should he suffer all this because
one of his fellow clansmen commited a
crime? | always Fele that the best way
was to hold the culpric and his relarives
responsible in each case for the payment
of blood money. Thar was the method
I decided to follow in the Khirbic Abu
Falah dispute. A pzice was concluded
which still exists,

| wsed the same means in seccling
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¢ long-standing dispute between wo
tribes in the village of Abwein. This was
an exceedingly interesting case.  Thirey-
six years previously, during the “Turkish
regime in Palesting, one of the mose
influential sheikhs of Abwein and his
friend, who lived in the neighboring
village of Beir Rima, were killed. Three
other murders followed as a resule, bring-
ing the toral o five. Some of the culprits
were arrested bur others escaped. These
made their way on foor across the desert
and inw Transjordania where they ook
refuge in the hills of Moab, Those who
were arrested were kepr in the prison
ar Acre bur eventually they o escaped
and the most exhaustive searches and in-
quiries by the CLD, (Criminal Investi-
gation Departmene)  failed w0 discover
their whereabours, They simply disap-
peared. Some time later they were re-
ported as being in Transjordania. There
they married, and had been living for
almost  thirey-six  years when the case
came up before me for sertlement,

By 1945 the escaped murderers had all
died except one, who, as he grew older,
longed ro return to s native village, and
be buried among his own people. His
fellow criminals had spared no effore in
trying to persuade the Turkish and lacer
the Occupation authorities to allow them
to return to their homes, bur their re-
quests were never granted. The heirs
of the victims were sheikhs and the gov-
ernment officials thoughr it best not o
risk offending them.

A VISITOR FOR AREF EL-AREF

A year passed during which 1 made a
careful survey of the case. One day a man
named Hassan Abu llawi came into my
office,

“Are you Aref El-Aref?” he asked,
When | replied in the affirmative he con-
tinued;

“Is it rrue that you lived among the
Bedouin tribes of Beersheba and thar you
wrote a book on Bedouin laws during
the ten years you lived there?”

“Yes, 1 did” was my answer.

"Why, then, are you not willing w
make peace between us and our enemies?”

"Because they don't want to make peace
with you”, 1 rold him.

"Why don't you compel them w do
s0? What is the use of your studies and
your books if you cannor assist poor
people like us? It is rrue thar we made

mistakes and committed crimes in the
past. But God has punished us sufficient-
Iy by depriving us of our homeland for
w0 many years. The murderers have died.
1 swear by the Almighty God that [ am
mazloom (innocent ). Suppose, however,
thar we, the men, are guilty. Should our
women and children suffer?”

This conversation deeply touched me
and 1 decided w do everything 1 could
w bring abour a reconciliation between
the rival clans, 1 soon found an occasion
w go to Abwein. [ took with me a dele-
gation of ten highly respeceed men from
neighboring villages to call on the heirs
of rhe murder victims of so many years
ago, My party and 1 were accorded a
warm welcome in the home of one of
the victim's sons. When he offered us
coffee we refused. He was bewildered
by what he considered an insult. 1 ex-
plained thar neither | nor my colleagues
could drink his coffee until he promised
ro grang us a request. Then [ went on
to el him chae all of us knew abour the
tragic murders in the village thirty-six
vears ago. His father had been one of the
victims and we all recognized the serious-
ness of the crimes. However, | continued,
the criminals had been punished suffici-
ently, They had been obliged w leave
their homes and live like gypsies scattered
all ‘over the country. All bur one had
died, and the families of the criminals
were suffering the shame of the male-
facrors’ misdeeds, 1 pleaded with my host
to have piry on them and forger the past,
allowing these survivors to rewurn to their
own country and people.

We were a formidable company of in-
tercessors and we were there to plead a
pitiful case. 1 do not know what combina-
rion of circumstances affected my host's
decision. Perhaps time had softened his
pain and bitterness, perhaps the plight
of one old man and the women and
children survivors wandering  homeless
did ir, bur more quickly than 1 had dared
hope he expressed his willingness o make
peace. Proper terms were arranged in
keeping with the gravity of the situa-
tion, yer terms which were not humiliac-
ing to the repentant ones. Obviously they
had little to use for blood money, bur
their dignity had to be maintained and
there was the usual eraditional ceremony.
A feast wos arranged and amid grear re

{Contnued on Page 11)
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BY RIGHT REVEREND MONSIGNOR THOMAS |, MC MAHON, ST.D,, LLD.

Monsignor  MeMabouw i prevident of the
Pontifical Mission for Palestine and  vational
seeretary of the Catholic Near Eaii Welfare
Association, EDITOR.

In presenting rthis account of American

Catholic activities for the Middle East,
the writer is very conscious thar his read-
ers may be possessed of another point
of view religiously. While we respect
the approach of all, we shall also expect
that our objective presentation will be re-
ceived in the same spiric. The writer has
been engaged in activities for the Middle
East for most of the past twenty years
and has been directing the acivities of
Catholics in America for the Middle
East for the past ten years, spending con-
siderable parts of this time supervising
the field activities in the countries them-
selves. It is noreworthy thar the Palestine
tragedy, now in s fifth terrible year,
has served nor only o open up the gap-
ing wounds of homelessness and heartless-
ness in the benighted areas of the East,
buc it has also had the very beneficial
effece of bringing us all w our knees
in abject admission of a goile rhar can
never be mken away. Whatever our
points of view religiously, we have, one
and all, poured forth the riches of our
hearts on the peoples of the Middle East
and we have been joined in a mural ef-
fort to make up for man's inhumanity to
man. This is nor the place o discuss
the Palestine question in irs juridical out-
linies, bue ir is cerrainly the place o pay
homage to the various groups, of what-
ever denomination, who have bonded to-
gether in humanitanian work which best
bespeaks the worth of real religion in
the world,

The author is the President of the
Pope’s Mission of Relief for the Pales-
rinian Refugees. He has been this since
1948, When it became evident that the
Palestine rragedy was to be an enduring
one and that the hundreds of thousands
of homeless Palestinians would  need
mountains of mercy in the form of
money, food, clothing, and medicine, the
American Bishops, in the fall of 1948,
sent Monsignor McMahon, National Sec-
retary of the Carholic Near East Welfare
Associanion to Palestine and the Middle
East. He wene also as the special repre-
sentative of War Relief Services—Na-

tional Catholic Welfare Conference, and
for several months he worked with the
papal commirrees of the Apostolic Nun-
ciog and the Apostolic Delegates in the
Arab countries and in Israel
became obvious thar the misery had
mounted to such proportions thar not
even the most herculean efforts would
suffice. Pope Pius XII constituted, in
April 1949, the Ponrifical Mission for
Palestine and named Monsignor McMa-
hon its President, Since those days Mon-
signor McMahon and his assistants have
been working in the Middle Ease, dis-
pensing the charity of American Carho-
lics. thereby guaranteeing the perperual
presence of the Holy Father of Christen-
dom among the homeless, the hungry,
and the hapless refugees of the Holy
Land. With them have been working
more than a thousand priests and siseers,
most of thern beneficiaries of the friends
of the Catholic Mear East Welfare As-
sociation in the United Stares. The poor
have given to the poor and dollar has
been laborivusly added w dollar over
these years to help miodestly bur salutar-
ily every work of God in the East.

It soon

AID VALUED AT $10,000,000

A modest esumare of the results o
this day, since 1948, can be made from
the fact that American Catholics have
given in the value of ten million dollars
in money, goods, service, and personnel
for the refugees of Palestine. Six million
dollars have been given in goods alone.
Two million have been expended in cash
and three thousand tons of food, rwenty
hundred tons of clothing, twenty-five
tons of medical supplies, have been part
of this great price of mercy, Hundreds
of distribution and milk centers have been
operated. Thirty thousand Arab refugee
children have been maintained in three
hundred and thirty schools and our great
boast is that we have reached nearly four
hundred thousand of the eight hundred
thousand refugees and thar only Fifty
thousand of all the refugees are Catholics.

The Catholic Church has a very defin-
ite point of view on the whole marer
of Palestine. Ever since 1947, when the
question of partitioning Palesune came

before the United Nations, the repre-
sentatives of the Church have nor ceased
to present to that body protestations and
demands for justice to the people of
Palestine and for an equitable solution
of a question that involves the rights of
all mankind. The Pope has been in the
forefront in raising his own voice in be-
halt of the innocent victims of this
Middle Eastern rwragedy ever since the
first shot was fired in May, 1948, and
we can only make his words ours: “The
circumstances of these exiles are so un-
certain and precarious thar they cannot
much longer endure, And so, at the
same nme as we exhort all grear and
noble hearts to help with all their
strength these outcasts who are a prey to
distress and misery, we equally address
a pressing appeal 1o those in responsibil-
ity in order thar justice be done o all
those who, hunted far from their homes
by the whirlwind of war, have no greater
desire than to rake up again a peaceful
life”.

The writer has had occasion o work
intimately and soulfully wich the various
relief administrations of the United Na-
rions and all the voluntary agencies, sec-
mrian and non-sectarian, for these refu-
gees. He has nothing bur praise for the
truly heroic efforts char have been ex-
pended among the more than seven hun-
dred thousand blood brothers of Jesus
now displaced in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon,
Egypr, and the Gaza area, or the thous-
ands of other Arabs who remain behind
in Arab Palestine and in the new lIsrael.

American Catholic aid o Palestine’s
victims has come from various sources,
notably, the Emergency Relief Fund of
the American Bishops, War Relief Serv-
ices—Mational Catholic Welfare Confer-
ence, National Council of Catholic Wo-
men, Catholic Medical Mission Board,
and the Franciscan Commissariat of the
Holy Land, bur the grear wellspring of
funds and direction has come from the
official agency of all Middle Eastern
work in the Unired States, the Catholic
Mear East Welfare Association. It is most
fitting thar a special word of commenda-
tion be given to the Franciscan Com-
missariar, because ir 15 the American
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fund-raising agency of the great Custody
of the Holy Land, which has four hun-
dred in personnel working for Palesrine,
The presence of the Franciscans is a
sure puarantee of protection for the
Shrines of the Christ’s life and death in
Palestine and the work of the Franciscans,
in conjunction with the Pontifical Mis-
sion, has been heroic,

However, in an article of this kind, it
is necessary for us to delineate the work
of American Carholics for the enrtire
Middle East during the many years that
have passed. That work has been en-
trusted 1o the Catholic Near East Wel-
fare Association,

ORIGIN OF CNEWA

History is really stranger than pro-
phecy. Who could ever have dreamed
that from the pose-war wrmoil of three
decades ago, from emergency relief mis-
siong and erernally patient reunion move-
ments, there would emerge the perman-
ent Carholic Near East Welfare Associa-
tion? Popularly called the Near East
Missions, it is now the strongest support
of the Sacred Oriental Congregation in
Rome and the Holy Father’s own very
special Mission Aid for the Near and
Middle Ease. Modestly resplendent in the
trappings of its rwenty-five years of pro-
vidential life in the Church, this Associa-
tion takes a glance back w thank its
inspirers, its founders and irs ever loyal
benefacrors,

When Pope Pius X1, on the day of his
designation in 1922, looked down from
the balcony of Saint Peter's he realized
that the joyous cheers being wafted up
o him from myriad throars were
once a challenge and a plaintive plea
The whole world had already been shar-
tered and shaken by a terrible war and
now it was beginning to tremble all over
again in the prelude of another and a
more tragic holocaust. Quickly and most
eourageously did the Pope murn o the
gigantic rask before him, and never once
was he to shrink from it unul he had
only his life 0 give for a peace that
would not come,

The Russian Revolution had lefe in its
wake thousands of homeless and starving,
s0 Pope Pius speeded there, into a land
yer withour its forbidding curtin, his
own special mission of mercy. To head
this Ponuficial Commission for Russia
the Pope chose an American priese, the
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Very Reverend Edmund A, Walsh, 5. .,
Vice President of Georgerown University
and Regent of its School of Foreign Sery-
ice. In God's good rime, when the cur-
tain rises and the dark mise of tyranny
disappears, there may still be men and
women alive who, as litdde children, will
recall the lasung benefits of thar Mission
to their benighted land.

In the meantime, the all embracing
arms of an ever generous America had
taken ro its heare the brilliant Monsignor
Richard Barry-Doyle, a native of Ireland,
who as a Chaplain in the British Army,
had seen military service in Greece and
the Balkans, Urged and inspired by Arch-
bishop George Calavassy of Athens, he
had vowed that he would devore his life
to stemming rthe nde of the misery he
had seen throughour the East. For this
purpose he came tw the United Srares in
1921, There are many stll alive who
will remember the five heroic years of
his lecturing, writing and preaching on
the lands he loved, His efforts were re-
warded on Seprember 30, 1924, when he
was able to incorporate in the city of
Philadelphia the Catholic Near East Wel-
fare Association.

The firse Near Euast relief organization
in Amernca was now on s way, Wich
its headquarters first ar 247 Park Avenue
and then ar the present address, 480
Lexingron Avenue, New York, Monsig-
nor Barry-Doyle, as first President, be-
gan to crystallize all the interest he had
aroused throughour the counery. That
giant in the cause of reunion, Father
Paul James Francis Warson, founder of
the Society of the Artonement, became
first Vice President, and he broughe to
the fund raising efforts of Monsignor
Barry-Doyle thar other aim of working
for the reunion with the See of Perer
of the millions of dissidents in the Near
and Middle East, The leaders of the Hier-
archy, Cardinals (YConnell and Dougher-
ty, came forward o give the work the
necessary seal for success, ecclesiastical
approval.

FATHER wvon GALEN'S WORK

In the same years another great priest
had come to these shores, the Benedictine
Father, Augustine von Galen. His resi-
dence in Vienna after World War 1 had
brought him into contact with many
who had o flee from Russia before the
Sovier persecutors and his feeling of

helplessness ac the sighr of so many
refugees finally drove him across the
seas o plead for the help they so badly
needed and to preach rhe cause of re-
union, He had already founded in Europe
his Catholic Union and his aim was w
start & branch of it in the United Srares.
For over twenry-five vears more he was
destined to cast deep the roots of his
movement in the soil of many European
countrics.

His grear contribution during his years
among us was that he opened more and
more the eyes of American Catholics o
the white harvest of reunion among the
dissident Christians of the Eastern world
and ro the supreme necessity of goarding
those precious Eastern Catholics who had
been crooping back o the See of Perer
over a period of four centuries,

Maonsignor Barry-Doyle and Father von
Galen were reminding young America
and its Catholics of their bounden duty
to this ancient Christendom, while the
States had given one of their own, Father
Walsh, to perform some of thar duty o
brethren in distress. Here, then, were
three providential movements, all headed
by men of genius, dedication and inex-
haustible energy, their rlents concribur-
ing to a cause very dear to Pope Pius XI,
s0 dear that for his soulful attemprs o
accomplish ir, he will go'down in history
as the "Pope of the East”. The Holy
Father, not discouraged over the Facr thar
his efforts of charity in Russia had been
finally spurned, had been casting about
for some united work which would meer
the eventual needs of a furure, free Russia
and the very real and urgene calls for
help sent to him by countries reaching
from the Balkans down as far as Indin

THE FOPE'S SPECIAL AGENCY

The Pope's special agency in  the
Roman Curia for Russia and for these
Eastern lands was the Sacred Orienral
Congregation, a very young and slender
finger of rthe Pope's right hand. Back
in 1862 Pope Pius IX had ser it up but
only as a deparcment of the more vener-
uble Sacred Congregation de Propaganda
Fide. Whatever aid went 1o the East came
through the Society for the Propagation
of the Faith and the antecedent mission
works of the Catholics of the world. Pope
Benedice XV set up the Oriental Congre-

{Continued on Page 10}





















